English 4 CP Term Paper Rubric

	Content/Argument
	Style/Form



	A
	•Minimum 7 complete pages

•Minimum 6 varied sources – 3 “hard” sources

•Minimum 50 note cards

•Creative introduction, ending in a clear thesis

•Excellent arrangement of major points; clear topic sentences, appropriate paragraph length

•Clear, concise, original thinking

•Prose is clear and well-written with good use of English language
	•No errors in header and title appears on all pages it should

•No major grammatical errors

•No spelling errors

•No errors on Works Cited page

•No errors on Outline page

•All quotes and non-original thoughts properly cited

•No usage of first or second person

	B
	•Minimum 6 complete pages

•Minimum 5 varied sources – 3 “hard” sources

•Minimum 45 note cards

•Good introduction, ending in a clear thesis

•Good arrangement of major points; clear topic sentences, some inappropriate paragraph lengths

•Good use of examples; good, clear thinking, not always very original

•Prose is mostly clear and well-written, but some meaning must be inferred
	•No errors in header and title appears on all pages it should

•May have a few major grammatical errors

•May have a few errors in spelling unconventional words

•Works cited page may contain a few errors of punctuation, omission, etc. and 1 major error

•Outline page may contain a few errors of punctuation, omission, etc. and 1 major error

•1 or 2 quotes may be improperly cited

•May have a few minor usage errors, 1 or 2 major usage errors

	C
	•Minimum 5 complete pages

•Minimum 5 similar sources – 3 “hard” sources

•Minimum 40 note cards

•Adequate introduction, may not end in a clear thesis

•Adequate arrangement of major points; transitional statements not always clear or evident; some inappropriate paragraph length

•Need for more examples, thinking not always clear, focus may shift; thinking very unoriginal

•Prose is adequate; fuzzy areas of prose or awkward phrasing
	•1 error in header and title appears on all pages it should

•May have several minor and major grammatical errors

•Some spelling errors

•Works cited page may contain a few errors of punctuation, omission, etc. and 2 to 3 major errors

•Outline page may contain a few errors of punctuation, omission, etc. and 2 to 3 major errors

•Form problems in citing sources within text, more than 3, but fewer than 5 errors of improperly cited quotes and/or non-original thoughts

•Several minor usage errors, a few major usage errors

	D
	•Minimum 4 complete pages

•Minimum 4 sources – 3 “hard” sources

•Minimum 35 note cards

•Sketchy introduction, poorly worded thesis

•Arrangement of argument / major points unclear, little or no use of transitional material

•Focus unclear or shifts dramatically; much digression

•Thinking unclear and / or almost exclusively non-original and unoriginal

•Few specific example, or examples given not related to major points

•Prose is barely adequate, almost all meaning must be inferred
	•More than 1 error in header or missing parts; title may not appear on all pages it should

•Many minor and major grammatical errors

•Many spelling errors

•Works cited page incomplete, not in alphabetical order or not following form

•Outline page incomplete or not following form

•Many form problems in citing sources within text, 5 or more major citation problems – student does not understand what to cite or how to do it

•Many major and minor usage errors

	F
	•Fewer than 4 complete pages

•Fewer than 4 sources – or fewer than 3 “hard” sources

•Fewer than 35 note cards

•Missing introduction / thesis

•Focus unclear and organization inadequate

•Focus unclear or shifts dramatically; much digression

•No original thinking

•Few or no examples to support major points

•Substandard use of prose
	•2 or more errors in header or header missing

•Missing Works cited page 

•Missing Outline page 

•Few or no citations of sources

•Substandard grammar, spelling, and usage


Mrs. Bernardi reserves the right to fail anyone who has any item fall within the “F” band.

Failure to do a term paper equals failure in the class for the term.
