Conclusion Paragraphs
 
Final impressions are important, almost as important as first impressions.  A concluding paragraph is the last impression you will make on your reader, so make it good!
Your concluding paragraph must:

1. RESTATE YOUR THESIS IN A FRESH WAY.  Remember the purpose of a thesis statement is to outline the purpose of your paper.  So, do not use the same wording that you used in your thesis.  Instead,

a. Look at your thesis statement again and rework it in a new way. Avoid repeating key words and phrases from the thesis statement because you don't want the summary statement to sound boring or repetitive. Using a thesaurus is a good way to find new, interesting words.
b. The summary statement is an effective way to start your concluding paragraph because it helps to drive home the ideas you've expressed in your essay.
c. Here are some examples of thesis statements and summary statements:
i. Thesis Statement: Global warming threatens humankind because it spreads disease, increases deadly acts of Mother Nature, and is causing death to animal and plant life.
ii. Restatement of Thesis (summary statement):  It is now evident that global warming threatens humankind due to the spreading of diseases, the increase of deadly acts of Mother Nature, and death toll of animal and plant life.

2. SUMMARIZE MAIN POINTS-be sure to restate all your main points in separate sentences.

a. For example, if my main points were spreads disease, increases deadly acts of Mother Nature, and is causing death to animal and plant life

3. My summarization of main points could be: The rising temperatures are enabling carriers of disease such as bacteria, insects, and rodents to expand their range and thus their ability to infect people threatening their very existence.  Besides spreading disease, the effect of global warming on weather patterns is an apparent increase in intensity of weather and related disasters such as windstorms and hurricanes, among others.  Finally, global warming is threatening the way of life of many plants and animals.  Species extinctions lead to a loss of biodiversity, and biodiversity is a major factor in ecological health.
4. COME FULL CIRCLE-must relate back to attention getter.  

a. For example, if my attention getter was: The World Health Organization believes, “that the increases in the average temperatures that have occurred since the 1970s are responsible for at least 150, 000 extra deaths a year—a figure that will double by 2030” (“Climate Change Impacts”).  To bring this closer to home, “In 1995, Chicago suffered a heat wave that killed more than 700 people.  Chicagoans could experience that kind of relentless heat up to three times a year by 2100” (“Climate Change Impacts”).
b. Coming full circle could be:  Global warming already takes the lives of at least 150,000 citizens each year.  As each day passes, more threats arise due to the warming temperatures. UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has even said that global warming poses as much of a threat to the world as war (Moss).   
Remember that you want your conclusion to flow smoothly and provide a sense of closure.  Do not confuse the reader with excess or added information.
Suggestions for writing conclusions:
Conclusions are often the most difficult part of an essay to write since many writers think they have nothing left to say when they finish their last body paragraph. A writer needs to keep in mind the conclusion is often what the reader remembers best, so the conclusion should be just as effective as the rest of the essay.

 
A Conclusion Should:
1. Stress the importance of the thesis statement (restate thesis)

2. Give the essay a sense of completeness (summarize main points)

3. Leave a final impression on the reader (come full circle)
Strategies to avoid

1. Beginning with an unnecessary, overused phrase such as "in conclusion," "in summary," or "in closing." Although these phrases can work in speeches, they come across as wooden and trite in writing.

2. Stating the thesis for the very first time in the conclusion.

3. Introducing a new idea or subtopic in your conclusion.

4. Including evidence (quotations, statistics, etc.) that should be in the body of the paper.

Types of ineffective conclusions

1. The "That's My Story and I'm Sticking to It" Conclusion. This conclusion just restates the thesis and is usually painfully short. It does not push the ideas forward. People write this kind of conclusion when they can't think of anything else to say. 

2. The "Grab Bag" Conclusion. This kind of conclusion includes extra information that the writer found or thought of but couldn't integrate into the main paper. You may find it hard to leave out details that you discovered after hours of research and thought, but adding random facts and bits of evidence at the end of an otherwise-well-organized essay can just create confusion. 

Example Conclusion: (Restate Thesis=BOLD, Summarize Main Points=Underlined, Come Full Circle/Relate back to A.G.=Italics

It is now evident that global warming threatens humankind due to the spreading of diseases, the increase of deadly acts of Mother Nature, and death toll of animal and plant life. The rising temperatures are enabling carriers of disease such as bacteria, insects, and rodents to expand their range and thus their ability to infect people threatening their very existence.  Besides spreading disease, the effect of global warming on weather patterns is an apparent increase in intensity of weather and related disasters such as windstorms and hurricanes, among others.  Finally, global warming is threatening the way of life of many plants and animals.  Species extinctions lead to a loss of biodiversity, and biodiversity is a major factor in ecological health. Global warming already takes the lives of at least 150,000 citizens each year.  As each day passes, more threats arise due to the warming temperatures. UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has even said that global warming poses as much of a threat to the world as war (Moss).
