Body Paragraphs and Integrating Sources

1. Your body paragraphs are perhaps the most important part of your paper; without them your thesis is meaningless. 

2. The number of paragraphs you have will entirely depend on the length of your paper and the complexity of each subtopic. However, after you have begun to double-space your prose, there should be a new paragraph somewhere on each page; a page without an indent is usually a signal that a paragraph somewhere is running too long. 

3. The three most important features of a paragraph (and unfortunately the most common errors as well) are unity, coherence, and adequate development. 

a. Unity is the development of a single controlling idea usually presented in the topic sentence. Each sentence should somehow develop that idea and no other. A paragraph on the role of midwives in childbirth should not digress to child rearing in the same paragraph. Thus, if you're typing a sentence in your draft that doesn't seem to fit where it is, keep it in but flag it somehow. During revision, you'll see whether there isn't a better spot for it or if it ought to be scrapped. 

b. Coherence is a quality where the writer makes it explicitly clear what the connections are between thoughts. In Latin, coherence basically means, "to stick together." Make things stick together for your readers. You won't be there beside them saying, "oh, this is what I meant." Tell them what you mean in writing! Don't think "but that's obvious"--make it obvious by saying it. 

c. Adequate development is what it sounds like: fulfill what you promise in your topic sentence. If you say you will discuss several unusual items found in drugstores, then discuss several. Give your readers enough meat to chew on about the topic. What is adequate?  
4. Source Information 
a. Use your sources as support for your insights, not as the backbone of your paper. A patchwork of sources stuck in a paper like random letters in a ransom note does not a research paper make.

b. Summarize (condense a text by stating the main ideas in your own words) and paraphrase (say the same thing in a different way) much more often than you use direct quotes (same words as the original, in quotation marks).

c. Don't use direct quotes as fillers but because the author says something so aptly or dramatically that a paraphrase would lose that power. Or, if you're analyzing the language of a passage.

d. If do you use a direct quote, the explanation should be twice as long as the quote. Even summaries and paraphrases don't become your own thoughts just because they're in your own words. You have to explain them too. Readers have to know why you include source material where you do.

e. Don't summarize plots of primary sources. Assume your audience has read the work. Only explain as much as you need to establish context for an example. 

5. What are the differences among quoting, paraphrasing, and summarizing?

a. Quotations must be identical to the original, using a narrow segment of the source. They must match the source document word for word and must be attributed to the original author. 

b. Paraphrasing involves putting a passage from source material into your own words. A paraphrase must also be attributed to the original source. Paraphrased material is usually shorter than the original passage, taking a somewhat broader segment of the source and condensing it slightly. 

c. Summarizing involves putting the main idea(s) into your own words, including only the main point(s). Once again, it is necessary to attribute summarized ideas to the original source. Summaries are significantly shorter than the original and take a broad overview of the source material.

Argumentative Research Paper-Body Paragraph Format
1. Transitional Topic Sentence (Main Point #1)

a. A topic sentence is a sentence that expresses the main idea of the paragraph in which it occurs.

b. EXAMPLE- One of the strongest arguments that proves global warming threatens humankind is the fact that it spreads disease.

2. Introduce Sub-Topic #1

a. This sentence should use a transition and introduce sub-topic #1

b. EXAMPLE-Global warming has caused an increase in bacteria and insects, which have proven to spread diseases.

3. Introduce first example/quotation

a. This should set-up the situation or event that will take place in the example/quotation you will be using next.

b. Over the past decade, the planet has been warming.  Temperatures have risen to levels never even imagined before.  A warming planet threatens people worldwide, causing deaths, spreading insect-borne and respiratory illnesses.

4. Insert Example (Direct Quote, Paraphrase, or Summary-must be cited):

a. Next, insert your example (Be sure to cite it properly following all MLA guidelines)

b. According to Drew Harvell, a Cornell marine ecologist, “In all the discussions about climate change, this has really been kind of left out.  Just one- or two-degree change in temperature can lead to disease outbreaks” (“Global Warming May Spread Disease”).

5. Explanation and Analysis-must prove how that example PROVES your point.

a. This is the most important part of your paragraph.  Be sure to explain how your example/quote PROVES that your point.

b. This massive global warming has already begun to let insects and bacteria invade areas where they once were barred by severe seasonal weather.  Mosquitoes are moving up mountainsides, spreading disease among animals formerly protected by temperature.  This, in turn, is causing an increase in malaria and yellow fever outbreaks, both of which threaten the lives of humans.

6. Repeat steps 2-5 for Sub-Topic #2 (Should make another paragraph)

7. After sub-topic #2, Repeat steps 1-5 for Main Point #2 and #3

